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Dear Team,
This autumn, the Secretary of the Senate’s Dispatch rejoices in the upcoming season of thankfulness. We celebrate the
dedicated efforts of my team here in the Senate, we are glad to share with all who step inside the Capitol this Institution’s enduring beauty and history, and we ask all to celebrate the common heritage of the State’s constitutional democracy through our newest Library Exhibit. There is an abundance of good people and hard work to be thankful for
this year, and I ask all of you to take a moment this season and be thankful!

Sincerely,

Megan Martin, Secretary and Parliamentarian

I n au g u r a l
S e c S e n T e a m d e v e l o p m e n t d Ay s
The Secretary’s first-ever Team Development Days were held this autumn, on September 11 and
12, 2019. All SecSen Institutional departments participated in this mandatory training and appreciation seminar. The sessions were specially selected to provide valuable training to enable
and empower all to fulfill their various SecSen responsibilities with confidence and care.
Training sessions were offered on issues including the art of communication, delivering excellent
customer service, social media for government employees, protecting your money and your
identity, and emergency preparedness.

By the Numbers:
78...

...The number of SecSen
team members from all 8
departments whose dedicated work contributes
to smooth Senate operations.
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The Keynote Speaker —The Honorable Tom Ridge, former Governor of PA and first US Secretary of Homeland Security — graciously offered his insight on the important role that all of you
play as public servants. His message was inspiring!
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Additionally, Secretary Martin and Assistant Secretary Jess
Rodic, along with the SecSen department directors,
held the first-ever Excellence Awards and Appreciation Ceremony for the team. At this ceremony, numerous members of the team were acknowledged
and honored for their dedicated contributions to
the SecSen team and for their outstanding service
to the Senate.
Pictured: (above) Former Governor Tom Ridge with Secretary Martin after his address to the
SecSen team; (right) Secretary Martin & Assistant Secretary Jess Rodic with Vince Beamer, recipient of
the SecSen Lifetime Achievement Award.
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...Informative Seminars

Adam Santucci, Esquire
McNees Wallace ~ Social
Media for Public Employees

Gretchen Ramsey, MPS ~
Art of Communication

Yvette Robinson, Ed. D. ~
Exceptional Customer Service

Michelle James, PSECU ~
Identity Theft
Not pictured:
Matthew Parsley, PSECU ~
Identity Theft
Ruth Miller & Nicole Bordonaro, PEMA
~ Emergency Preparedness 101
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...More Awards & Door Prizes

Door Prizes for the Team

Cheri Mizdail receiving Milestone Award

George Soule receiving Milestone Award

Bruce Murphy receiving Milestone Award

Jill Fetter receiving Milestone
Award
“Fortune” cookies for the
SecSen Team
Tammy Rahn receiving Milestone Award
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Security Spotlight: School Bus Safety
It’s that time of year when our kiddos
are back in school. Here’s what you
need to know from PEMA about Pennsylvania's School Bus Stopping Law:
• Motorists must stop at least 10 feet away from
school buses that have their red lights flashing and
stop arm extended.
• Motorists must stop when they are behind a bus,
meeting the bus or approaching an intersection
where a bus is stopped.

For more information, review Pennsylvania's School Bus Stopping Law Fact Sheet
provided by PEMA’s Ready PA.
(http://www.dot.state.pa.us/Public/
DVSPubsForms/BDL/BDL%20Publications/Pub%
2097.pdf)

• Motorists following or traveling alongside a
school bus must also stop until the red lights have
stopped flashing, the stop arm is withdrawn, and
all children have reached safety.
• Do not proceed until all the children have
reached a place of safety.
• If physical barriers such as grassy medians,
guide rails, or concrete median barriers separate
oncoming traffic from the bus, motorists in the opposing lanes may proceed without stopping.
The penalties if convicted of violating Pennsylvania's School Bus Stopping Law include:
• $250 fine

The Senate Library is now on Twitter!
Be sure to follow the Senate Library
on Twitter so you can see
the latest information on
our Exhibits and more!
Inspired.Uncovered.Honored.

@pasenateLibrary

• Five points on your driving record
• 60-day license suspension.

Ask the Parliamentarian...
Q: What is consideration of a bill?
A: Pursuant to the Pennsylvania Constitution, every bill must be considered on three different
days in each House. PA. Const. Art. III, Sec. 4. When a bill is reported from committee, it is given
first consideration. It is then placed upon the Senate Calendar, where it will need to receive second and third consideration before it can be finally passed. Bills on first consideration are not
subject to amendment, debate or a vote thereon. Senate Rule 12(n). Bills on second consideration may be amended, debated and voted upon. Senate Rule 12(o). Bills on third consideration
may be amended and are subject to debate, and bills on final passage may not be amended but
are debatable. Senate Rule 12(p). No bill can be considered unless it is referred to a committee,
printed for the use of the Members, and returned therefrom. PA Const. Art. III, Sec. 2.
If you have a question for the Parliamentarian, please email: mtmartin@os.pasen.gov.
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Pioneers
the Pennsylvania
The
Keynoteof
Address
~ The HonorableSenate
Tom Ridge
Distinguished Leader, Patriot & Statesman

DID YOU
KNOW?

Tom Ridge served
as the
Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania’s
43rd Governor
and the Nation’s

A heartfelt thank you to Governor Ridge for sharing his insights with my SecSen team. Gov. Ridge graciously addressed all of us with his inspiring words on the value of public service, and he commended
all of you for being such dedicated public servants here at the Senate of PA.

First Secretary
of Homeland

By Common Consent ~
Learning About our PA Constitution
Be sure to stop by the Library and test your
knowledge of the PA Constitution—while having fun
in the process! The Library’s current exhibition is By
Common Consent: Celebrating the 243rd Anniversary of the PA Constitution, on view now until February 2020.
For more information about past or current Library
exhibitions, visit www.library.pasen.gov or
visit us on Twitter @pasenateLibrary.

Security.
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Come on Down—Calling all Contestants!
Capitol Tour Guides Announce Contest
PA Capitol Visitor Services recently added a new commemorative pin to the PA Capitol Gift Shop.
However, the third most famous groundhog in Pennsylvania is in need of a name! Interested contestants can look at the pin (pictured right), and using their most creative skills, send in a name
suggestion to Tour Guide Director Jill Fetter, JFetter@os.pasen.gov. Capitol Tour Guides will then
vote on what the name should be...and no, Gus and Phil are not acceptable suggestions. Winning
name will be unveiled January 2020. Good luck!

Stop By the Capitol’s Welcome Center!
And check us out online: http://www.pacapitol.com/plan-a-visit/welcome-center.cfm
If you work within the Capitol, chances are you have
not had the time to visit the PA Capitol’s Welcome
Center. However, with new additions and creative
signage, the Welcome Center is a must see for all
Members and staff — not just for visitors. The next
time you find yourself in the East Wing of the PA
Capitol, look for the large, colorful sign directing you
to the Welcome Center. You can follow the sign to
the white arrows along the walls, both of which lead
you to the entrance of the Welcome Center. Once
inside, there is so much to see and do!! See how the
PA Capitol was built, learn more about the legislative
process, explore other areas of the Capitol Complex
which boast beautiful art deco art and architecture,
even vote on legislation yourself! Now that you
know the way, there is no excuse for not celebrating
our Commonwealth by stopping by the PA Capitol
Welcome Center. Tell a friend! The Welcome Center
is open Weekdays 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

LDPC Offers New Features on SecureNET
This summer, LDPC worked with both the PA Senate and House of Representatives to build a new feature for SecureNET. Members and staff are now
able to quickly find where a certain bill or resolution is in the legislative process. Several key “milestones” show the status of the bill (pictured below).
Also available is the ability to locate similar or companion bills. These newest
features enable users to more efficiently follow bills and resolutions as they move
through the legislative process, and are available at: https://ldp.legis.state.pa.us.
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I.T. Corner

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE

Have suggestions for future newsletters? Let us know by emailing ahaldeman@os.pasen.gov

