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S e c r e ta ry o f
t h e s e n at e ’ s

Dear Team,

Winter 2018-2019 Special Issue

This latest edition of the Senate Dispatch focuses on the year-in-review and looks to the exciting things to come in 2019.
The tendency to rush from one season to the next can be overwhelming at times, but taking a few moments to look back
over the worthwhile changes each year brings is always in order. With this year’s winter season, I am
hoping you enjoy time with co-workers, family and friends, and that you also enjoy this installment of
the Senate Dispatch!

Sincerely,

Megan Martin, Secretary and Parliamentarian

PA Senate Virtual Session Desk Goes Live!
The Secretary of the Senate is proud to announce the launching of the
PA Senate Virtual Session Desk application! The application goes live on
January 1, 2019 to coincide with the start of the new two-year legislative
session.
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For a year, the Secretary worked with LDPC and both
caucuses to develop the now-completed application.
It will conveniently provide a session day’s information in one location, and will include, among other
things, the agenda/order of business for a session
day, bill calendar, executive nominations calendar,
amendments, committee meeting schedule, and
more! The screen (pictured left) will interface with
our LDP legislative site so bills, bill history, etc. can be
easily accessed.
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Members and staff can use this app on multiple
devices -- a smartphone (pictured right), tablet, iPad or desktop computer.
Efficient, convenient and cost-saving, the best way to think of this
new modernization is as a portable, rather than paper, bill book
for session.

To learn how to download and use this exciting and
informative new application, please contact LDPC or your
Caucus administrator.

100
The number of years
since Violet Oakley’s
Senate murals were
dedicated.
Check it out on page 6!
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Thank You To The Senate — From WPSD Students
The Secretary of the Senate thanks Senator Costa, who provided this special article written for our
Dispatch by students from the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf (WPSD).

Dear Senators and Senate Staff,
Pennsylvania’s Capitol is fascinating! We felt honored to meet our
Senators and Representatives that are continuing this great state’s
history. For the last month, we have been studying Pennsylvania history and learning about the Capitol, Harrisburg. We also wrote letters
to our Representatives and Senators. When we traveled there on
Tuesday, October 16, 2018 with our 5th and 6th grade peers, we
were excited to finally arrive!
WPSD 5th and 6th graders with our Senators

Our first stop was the House of Representatives. There, we watched
Representative Reed give his goodbye speech. After they adjourned, we went to the Interactive Welcome Center. We learned
interesting facts from the century timeline on the wall (see photo
below). We were shocked by the huge Commonwealth statue built
of Legos! We played fun, interactive floor games—soccer, famous
people and state trivia. Afterwards, we watched the voting process in the House and Senate on T.V. We were into the cool Welcome Center!
When we walked onto the Senate floor,
we thought the room
Our (WPSD) 5th and 6th grade classes with our teachers was beautiful! We
and principal outside the PA Capitol fountain.
noticed the
old-fashioned desks
and chairs which helped us see our history in the Senate. We also
learned that the short doorway made the Senators bow when they
entered the room, keeping them humble. We
met with our Senators to ask them questions
(see photos, below left and above, right). We
learned how long they served and about their
families.

Luel explains a part of PA history to Elsie.

After visiting the Senate, we got together for a group picture with our principal and teachers
beside the Capitol’s fountain (see photo above). Next, we went upstairs to the visitors gallery
during Senate session. Our Senators introduced us to the entire Senate! Each Senator asked
us to stand up while they described our interests and achievements at WPSD. They spoke so
positively about us. We were impressed and felt so important! Thank you to our Senators for
Elsie, a 6th grader in welcoming us during our recent visit to Harrisburg.
Allegheny county,
with Senator Costa.
Elsie thought the
Senator was
respectful and kind.
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Also, thank you for taking time out of your busy day to meet and talk with us.

We had a blast!
— WPSD Students Spencer A., Jared P., Sarah V., Elsie O. and Geb H.

Security Spotlight: Winter Situational Awareness
As the winter approaches, we are wrapped up so easily
in the season’s excitement that we often neglect to be
vigilant with situational awareness.
What does situational awareness mean? Simply put,
situational awareness is our perception of our surroundings, be it environmental, physical, etc. Situational awareness can aid in our decision making and is key to our everyday life. During the winter, with weather, holidays and
other seasonal celebrations, there are multiple areas in
which we need to maintain vigilance. See below for some
important points to remember:
 When shopping, do not leave packages in plain-view,
keep them in your trunk and always lock your vehicle.
We all get tired of lugging around our purchases. When
you decide to place your purchases in your vehicle before
going back for more shopping,
consider moving your vehicle
first. Many thefts from vehicles
in shopping areas occur because thieves watch parking
lots so they can break into fully
stocked cars.
 Shop before dark, if possible, for an added protective
measure.
 Be extra careful with your purses and/or wallets when
shopping.
 On-line shopping is great—no crowds and no checkout lines! But it also comes with increased risk of
fraud. Monitor your bank/credit accounts and e-mails
for fraudulent charges and messages.
Your banks and credit card issuers will never ask you for
your account numbers or passwords in an e-mail or phone
call (*don’t forget, they issued you the account number).
Never provide this information based on an e-mail from

your “bank” or “credit card company” or from a site you
made purchase from. Never
click on a link in one of these emails. If you want to check
your bank or credit card account, you should login the way
you normally do.
 Avoid leaving empty boxes
from expensive purchases
at curb for pick-up. Crush them up and take them to a
recycling center.
Be sure to also stay safe in the event of winter weather.
Here are some tips for doing so:
 Monitor the weather, stock your vehicle with a good
snow brush/ice scrapper, working flashlight, water,
energy bars and warm blanket.
 Have enough fuel and a charged cell phone for a significant traffic delay.
 In inclement weather,
always give yourself
plenty of time to get
where you are going
safely.
Winter should be a season
of enjoyment, not stress; being attentive to our surroundings can help alleviate any undue stress, and help us all
have a safe and happy winter season!
- Senate Security Officer Tara Quiroga

SPECIAL EXHIBITION!

If you have ever wondered about the Senate’s Opening Day Ceremony, look no further! On display now for a
limited time in the Senate Library is an exhibition sharing the history behind the ceremony of Opening Day. Be
sure to stop by and find out all about the Senate’s first Opening Day, view historic Senate Oath Books
and learn about the Leadership of the Senate throughout its history.

Stop by soon! This exhibition is only on view from
January 1, 2019 until January 20, 2019.
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Secretary and Library Launch New Websites

On December

10th1790,

As part of the Senate Secretary’s ongoing modernization efforts, the Senate Library and LDPC
have collaborated to launch an expanded and updated public website. In addition to information on the Library’s reference collections, the site also showcases the historic beauty of the
Library and offers online previews of its featured exhibitions, details from past exhibitions and
your input on future exhibitions! Find all this and more at www.library.pasen.gov

For a brief history of the Senate
Library, visit the Homepage...

the Senate of

Pennsylvania,
created by the
Common-

… to explore the Senate Library’s
collections, visit the Collections
page of the new website

wealth's 1790
Constitution,
met in session for
the first time.

Happy
229th
Birthday!
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… and to see online
previews of current and
past Senate Library
exhibitions, visit the
Exhibitions page of the
Library’s website.

New Websites, continued...
Additionally, the Internal website for the Office of the Secretary has launched! The site was designed to explain the
functions of the Office and its departments that serve all Members and staff. Unique and exciting features of this site
include the ability to order publications online, to find answers to many of the most common legislative questions and
links to useful resources. Check out the images below for how to reach the Internal Website from your homepage on
LDPNet, and be sure to stop back soon—Senate
Security is in the process of launching its own
webpage as well!

How Do I Find the Internal Website?

From your home screen on
LDPNet, go to Other Links,
and then click on
Secretary of the Senate.

To order publications from the home page
of the Secretary of the Senate’s page, click
in the blue banner on Order a Publication.
(see red arrow)

If you have any questions about these exciting
changes, please reach out to the Office of the Secretary of the Senate at 717-787-5920 or email
senatesecretary@os.pasen.gov.

For answers to some of your most common
legislative questions, click the FAQ link
on the side of the webpage. (see red arrow)

Senate Security Director Selected for NCSL’s Nationwide Webinar
The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) recently asked Director of Senate Security Dan Billings to
convert a presentation he recently gave at the LRL/RELACS Conference in Harrisburg into a
live webinar and online presentation. The webinar will focus on De-escalation Techniques,
and later this winter will be made available to all members of NCSL — both legislators and
legislative staff across the nation. Congratulations to Dan Billings for continuing to train legislative staff, not only here in Harrisburg, but also across the country, on
these important security topics!
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Spirit and Substance:
100 Years of Violet Oakley
Capitol muralist
The Library of the Senate’s Featured Exhibition,
on view January — May 2019
This winter, the Senate Library invites you to experience anew the mastery of
material and depth of thought inspiring Violet Oakley to create such lasting public
monuments to democracy in the Commonwealth and for all humankind.
In 1912, Pennsylvania chose Violet Oakley, a renowned muralist and illustrator from Philadelphia, to design
murals for Pennsylvania's new Senate Chamber. She was the first woman in the United States to be granted
such a large commission for his/her art to adorn a public space. Completed in 1919, she hoped the Senate
murals would serve as a “testament to the world.”
Violet Oakley,

At the one-hundredth anniversary of her Senate work, the Senate Library invites you to reflect on the unify- courtesy of LOC.
ing spirit – the Commonwealth’s common ideals – and substance of Violet Oakley’s Senate murals. This
exhibition will be on display in the Senate Library beginning in late January, sharing with Members, staff and visitors Oakley’s
inspirational process, the 1919 dedication ceremony, as well as Violet Oakley’s work with the Senate Librarian to create a
“key” of understanding for these murals.

Legislative Trivia Corner: Ask the Parliamentarian
Q: What is the Historical Significance of the Senate’s Opening Day Ceremony?
A: Pursuant to the Pennsylvania Constitution, on the first Tuesday of January every year, the General Assembly of Pennsylvania begins a new session. The legislative session is actually comprised of two, one-years sessions.
On Opening Day of the odd-numbered years, Senators-elect are sworn in, the body elects
its Officers such as the President Pro Tempore, Secretary-Parliamentarian and Chief Clerk,
Rules are adopted and the Senate becomes organized and ready to conduct the business
of Session.
In December 1790, the very first time the Senate of
Pennsylvania met, it did not reach quorum, and therefore could not meet formally in session. Three days later, on Friday December 10th, 1790, it did have a majoriDemocratic Senators-elect being
ty of its members-elect present, and was able to meet in
sworn in on Opening Day.
session. After electing a Speaker of the Senate, other
important business of the Senate’s first days included creating and administering the
Oaths of Office to Senators-elect, choosing Officers of the Senate, appointing a comRepublican Senators-elect being
mittee to develop “rules and regulations for conducting [...] business” and formally
sworn in on Opening Day.
certifying the election of Pennsylvania’s Governor.
The Senate that met in 1790 created the first Oaths of Office and rules and regulations which form the basis of what
today’s Senate uses during its Opening Day Ceremony.
________________________________________________________________________________________
Have a question? The Legislative Trivia Corner is a re-occurring section where you can ask questions and be informed about government, the legislative process, and official legislative procedures in the Senate. Please submit any relevant questions to senatesecretary@os.pasen.gov
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History Lives Here...
Recently, two strangers visited Harrisburg and their Capitol wanderings
surprised them by revealing the common history they share with the Senate.
The granddaughters of Senate Librarian (and Senator)
The Honorable Marl Garlock (1909-1976) recently
stopped by to explore the Capitol and were delightfully
surprised to find a reference in honor of their grandfather in the Senate Library’s Featured Exhibition The
Senate Library: Caretaker of the Senate Past...

Senate Librarian
Marl Garlock.
Courtesy of
House Archives

Librarian Garlock (pictured, left) was elected Senate
Librarian after Librarian Mary Kunkle in
1961, and served in the office until 1963.

To preview the Senate Library’s current exhibitions, or to look at a past exhibition, or even if you
have an idea for a future exhibition, check out the Senate
Library's new website at http://www.library.pasen.gov/ and
subscribe to email alerts from the Senate Library!

50th Anniversary of LDPC
Ever wonder who maintains the Senate and House of Representatives’ many legislative software systems? Who does the General
Assembly depend on when legislative maintenance glitches occur,
or an application needs to be modernized? Behind it all is LDPC,
the Legislative Data Processing Center. December 2018 marked
the fiftieth anniversary of LDPC, and the Center took a rare moment from supporting the Institutional and bipartisan technical
efforts of the General Assembly to celebrate the significant milestone. For half a century, LDPC has supported the Pennsylvania
Senate in its modernization and digital maintenance efforts. The
Senate honored and commemorated this milestone with a resolution on November 14, 2018.

Pictured above, L to R: Senate Majority Leader Jake Corman and Senate Secretary-Parliamentarian Megan Martin
(center) with LDPC staff Mike Fox, Brent McClintock, Lois Lippert and Shane Bordner in the Senate Chamber accepting a
Senate Resolution Recognizing LDPC’s fifty years of service to the General Assembly.

Heartfelt thanks to LDPC for all their hard work throughout the years!
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Dedicated Senate Service—Employee Milestones of 2018
Congratulations are in order!
Karen Bender of Senate Security celebrated twenty-five years of
service in the Senate last year and was awarded with a certificate
commemorating her for milestone. New members of the Senate
Security team took a moment to congratulate her and pose for a
staff photo.
(Pictured, R to L: Stefanos Matangos, Eric Brown, Karen Bender, Max

Bartlebaugh, Kyle Heverly, Jordan Hart and Mike Haldeman.)

The Senate Library recently finished renovating its space and adding to its mission; in addition to serving as a source of research,
the Library also shares the history of the Senate with Members,
staff and visitors. The Secretary of the Senate recently awarded
the Library project’s research team achievement awards for their
dedicated efforts on the project.
Pictured are, R to L: Donna Wheeler, Sarah Greenwald,
George Soule, Amy Gregory and Senate Librarian Evelyn Andrews.
The next time you are walking by, take a moment to see what
Senate stories the Library is telling!

Vince Beamer, the Senior Legislative Assistant on
the Senate Secretary’s Legislative team,
celebrated forty years of service with the Senate
in July. In celebration of this milestone, he was
presented with a plaque commemorating and
thanking him for the excellent efforts over the
years—Congratulations Vince!

Chris Johnson, Director of the Senate Documents Room
recently celebrated his retirement from the Pennsylvania
Senate. He marked 35 years with the Senate. The Senate
thanks him for his many years of dedicated service!

(Pictured: Documents Room Director CJ with Senate President Pro
Tempore Scarnati and Senate Secretary-Parliamentarian Martin accepting a citation recognizing his years of service.)
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE

Have suggestions for future newsletters? Let us know by emailing sgreenwald@os.pasen.gov

