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Dear Team,

Winter 2020 Issue

This winter, the Secretary of the Senate’s Dispatch welcomes the beginning of a brand new decade and celebrates the exciting
possibilities of a new legislative session. Together, we have worked to modernize the legislative operations of the Senate while
simultaneously preserving and memorializing the Senate’s past and traditions. This year we have launched even more technological
advancements to modernize our legislative processes, and there is still more we are developing for next year! I am grateful for the
hardworking men and women of my team who faithfully serve the Pennsylvania Senate each and every day.

Sincerely,

Megan Martin, Secretary and Parliamentarian

By the Numbers:
7329…

The number of guests at 2019’s end who visited the
Senate Library since the exhibitions opened in September 2018
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And The Winner Is. . .
Ladies and Gentleman, the Capitol Tour Guides are
proud to introduce Pennsylvania’s third most famous
groundhog,

Harry S. Burg!!
A special thank you to Sierra Serfass from
Senator Lisa Boscola’s office for the creative
name!
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Last year, the PA Capitol Tour Guides
added a new commemorative pin to the PA
Capitol Gift Shop. In need of a name, the Tour
Guides challenged interested contestants to
send in a name suggestion and Sierra Serfass
was the winner!

HAPPY GROUNDHOG DAY!
Winter 2020 Issue

WE DID IT! ~ SECA 2019
Every year, the Pennsylvania State
Employee Combined Appeal (SECA)
asks state employees to participate in
this charitable giving campaign. From
September to October,
Commonwealth employees have the
opportunity to choose from
approximately 1,000 non-profit
charities serving women, children,
families, and the most vulnerable
populations across Pennsylvania and
our nation. As little as $1 per pay can
make a long-lasting impact for
someone in need. Since 1977,
Commonwealth employees have
raised more than $100 million through
the SECA program.

The Senate has participated in SECA
since 2015, with the Office of the
Secretary of the Senate coordinating
the annual campaign. Spearheaded by
SECA coordinators, Nate Sanko and
Trey McElwee in the Secretary’s Office,
all Senate employees are encouraged
to participate in SECA. Each charity has
a “designation code,” allowing
employees to designate their pledges
to whichever non-profit charity or
charities they choose. Through every
generous donation, the Senate
significantly increases its participation
in the program every year.
This year, 105 Senate employees and
Members participated and the Senate
raised over $19,300! To promote SECA
this year, we awarded prizes to some
participants. The winners are pictured
with their awards. Thanks to all who
participated! We are already looking
forward to next year’s SECA.

Holly Engle receiving the
first prize: PLAZA PARKING
FOR 1 MONTH!

Thomas Lebo receiving
the second prize:
LARGE CAPITOL GIFT
SHOP BASKET

Questions about SECA? Contact the Office of the
Secretary of the Senate, the Pennsylvania Senate’s
SECA Coordinators, Nate Sanko and Trey McElwee,

Jennifer Kralik receiving the third
prize: MEDIUM CAPITOL GIFT SHOP
BASKET
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100% SECA TEAM PARTICIPATION
On September 24, 2019, the Senate
held a SECA Information Day to
increase participation in this annual
charitable giving campaign.
Representatives from various
charitable organizations met with
Senate employees and Members to
provide additional information on
how each organization serves
Pennsylvania and our nation.

Several offices had 100%
participation in this year’s SECA.
Thank you all to all who participated!
SENATOR PITTMAN TEAM AWARD

Pictured are the President Pro Tempore, Joe
Scarnati, the Minority Leader, Jay Costa, and
the Majority Leader, Jake Corman, attending
the SECA Informational Day in September.

SENATE LIBRARY TEAM AWARD

BILL ROOM TEAM AWARD

INSTITUTIONAL IT
DEPARTMENT TEAM AWARD
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DID YOU
KNOW?

“This is the handsomest building I ever saw.”
~ President Theodore Roosevelt
IN CASE YOU MISSED
IT...Pennsylvania Capitol
Tours is now live on
Twitter!!
Be sure to follow us
@PaCapitoltours and
encourage friends and
family to book a tour at
www.pacapitol.com!
#HistoryDemocracyBeauty

HIDDEN GEMS OF THE SENATE
#InspiredUncoveredHonored

Explore the Senate Library through the eyes of the
people who work within its walls. From March
2020 to May 2020, the Senate Library team shares
the untold stories of the most treasured items in
the Library’s collections.
Each hidden treasure is a piece of history.
Each hidden gem has a unique story.
For more information about past or current
Library exhibitions, visit www.library.pasen.gov.
Be sure to follow us on Twitter
@pasenateLibrary.
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As depicted in these
tiles in our Capitol,
during the
Revolutionary War,
George Washington’s
daring crossing of the
Delaware River
occurred on
Christmas night,
December 25, 1776.
The surprise attack
helped turn the war
back to the favor of
the American Army.
Every December, the
public has two
opportunities to view
the historic crossing
at the Washington
Crossing Historic Park
in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania.

Several hundred
reenactors in
Continental military
dress listen to
General Washington’s
Inspiring speech and
then row across the
river in replica
Durham boats.

Virtual Session Desk App:
Latest Features

I.T. Corner

LIVE SESSION NOW AVAILABLE!
Our Senate Virtual Session
Desk App users are now able
to view session live via the
“Follow Session” page of the
App. The new page also
displays Senate session
legislative activity in
real-time. This feature
displays the current item
before the Senate, including
the text of the legislation and
roll call votes as they occur
on the floor. Just tap the
“Follow Session” link from
your home screen of the App
to see this real-time session
information.

Also, the Virtual Session Desk App
now includes general session
Announcements, including the start
of session and calls for session to
convene (10-5-2 minutes). These
announcements are being delivered
within the App and via e-mail to all
App users. This feature also includes
committee meeting announcements
and other announcements related to
session.
If you have an idea to improve our
App, please contact Secretary Martin
at mtmartin@os.pasen.gov.
Thank you!

CAPITOL PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
2020 State Capitol Calendars Available Now!
Did you know the Capitol Preservation
Committee’s 2020 State Capitol Calendar:
A Palace of Art is now available for purchase?
And, you can personalize it too! Which historic
and dazzling piece of art or architecture will
decorate your birthday month? Proceeds from
the sale of calendars will help preserve our
beautiful Capitol Building and its artifacts.
And, when you order quantities of 50 or more,
you get FREE personalization! Calendars are just
$6.00 each!
For more information, please contact the CPC’s
office at 717-783-6484 or email Hayley Moyer
(hmoyer@cpc.state.pa.us).
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Security Spotlight: The More You Know
2020 — DO NOT ABBREVIATE!

STAY HEALTHY THIS FLU SEASON!


Flu season is here. The flu can come suddenly and include
symptoms such as fever, headache, dry cough, sore throat, nasal
congestion and body aches. Influenza is spread from person to
person when an infected person coughs or sneezes.



Virus-laden droplets can spread up to three feet through the
air and land on objects like doorknobs, light switches,
countertops, cell phones, etc. In addition to getting vaccinated,
you should always wash your hands and cover your mouth and
nose.



If you become sick, it is important to stay home and rest.



Visit the Pennsylvania Department of Health’s flufreepa.com for
more information.

WINTER SAFETY TIPS:


Before hitting the road, motorists should
always know the weather and road conditions.



Drive slower and leave room between you and
surrounding vehicles when roads are wet,
snowy or icy.



DO NOT use cruise control, brake quickly or
take sharp turns.



STAY ALERT! And, if you can, stay warm and
safe inside during a winter storm.



Download PennDOT’s 511PA smartphone app
to check on road conditions, and tailor your alerts to roadways
that only interest you.



Be safe this winter!
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While the new year 2020 begins a new decade and exciting
possibilities, unfortunately, the new year also invites fraud and
financial headaches from scammers looking for an easy way to cash
in on your hard-earned paycheck and savings.



In a recent news report from USA Today, local law enforcement and
the National Association of Consumer Advocates are warning
against abbreviating the year when adding the date to a check or
financial document.



Scammers can easily manipulate the date from 1/15/20 into
1/15/2021 or even 1/15/2000 and theoretically establish an unpaid
debt or attempt to cash an old check. When in doubt, do not
abbreviate the year 2020!

Ask the Parliamentarian…
Q: What is the history of the Governor presenting his budget address to the General Assembly?
A: On January 18, 1921, then-Governor William C. Sproul presented the precursor to the annual State Budget

Address to the General Assembly in a Joint Session. Prior to being elected Governor, Sproul had served as a Pennsylvania State
Senator - first being elected in 1896 and then re-elected in 1900, 1904, 1908, 1912 and 1916; he was elected President Pro
Tempore in 1903 and 1905.¹
This address underscored the wide-ranging reform initiatives to our state government - including the budgetary process - that were
taking place within the Commonwealth, and was reported in the press at the time as “unprecedented.” According to the Harrisburg
Telegraph, the custom since at least the Civil War was for governors to address the General Assembly immediately upon
inauguration or on the day it assembled. “Departing from the custom of more than a century Governor William Cameron Sproul
today personally delivered his biennial message to the Legislature…For generations governors of Pennsylvania have contented
themselves by sending formal messages…to the general assemblies, but…Governor Sproul asked the privilege of speaking to the
legislators, many of them former colleagues in the Senate.” (emphasis added) The sweeping address - spanning 26 pages in the
Legislative Journal - addressed state finances, PA’s tax plan, suggestions as to revenue, other revenue possibilities, education,
highway construction and financing, constitutional revision, revising the statutory law, and much more.
The Administrative Code of 1923 formalized the budget process and charged the Secretary of the Commonwealth with preparing a
budget. As a result, for the first time, the Governor could present to the General Assembly his comprehensive estimate of income
and expenditures.
On January 6, 1925, then-Governor Gifford Pinchot made the first gubernatorial budget address pursuant to the new Code, telling
the Legislature: “The present Secretary of the Commonwealth prepared the first budget ever submitted to a Pennsylvania
Legislature…” His comprehensive address spans 12 pages in the Legislative Journal. Since that day, Governors throughout the
Commonwealth’s history have carried out this tradition, which had its beginnings at the start of the 20th Century under the
leadership of former Senator-turned-Governor, William Sproul.
Later, revisions to the Code created the Department of Revenue and moved the budget preparation responsibilities to a newly
created Budget Secretary within the Governor’s Office. These changes, and others, comprised the Administrative Code of 1929 and
the Fiscal Code, which are the basis for our state operations to this day. Pursuant to same, the Governor is required to submit a
State budget to the General Assembly. Further, Constitutional changes in 1959 provided for annual sessions of the General
Assembly; until then, the Commonwealth had a biennial budget. The Code was again revised in 1961, and as a result, since then,
the Commonwealth has had annual budgets and a fiscal year with a start date of July 1. More changes to the PA Constitution in
1968 resulted in the constitutional requirement for the Governor to annually submit a budget to the General Assembly.²

Today, the Governor must submit his budget to the General Assembly “[a]s soon as possible after the organization of the General
Assembly, but not later than the first full week in February of each year, except in the case where a Governor has been elected for
his first term of office and then no later than the first full week in March.” 71 P.S. Sec. 233. The budget address is typically offered
the first or second Tuesday in February and in limited instances on the first or second Wednesday in February. This year, the
budget address is slated to take place in a Joint Session of the General Assembly on February 4, 2020.
1 PHMC biography, www.phmc.state.pa.us.
2 The Budget Process in Pennsylvania, PA Office of the Budget.

If you have questions for the Parliamentarian, please email: mtmartin@os.pasen.gov.
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Dedicated
Senate Service
Employee
Milestone of 2019

A toast to the legend, Vince Beamer!
The beginning of the 2020 New Year comes with a
bittersweet farewell to one of the Senate’s most
dedicated employees.
After forty-one years of service, Vince Beamer, the
Senior Legislative Assistant on the Senate Secretary’s
Legislative team, said farewell to the Senate of
Pennsylvania and passed the baton to the next
generation — Nate Sanko and Trey McElwee
In July, Vince was honored by the Secretary and
thanked for his outstanding service over the years. In
December, Senate employees past and present
gathered to recognize his service and to celebrate his
retirement.
He was a mentor to many and a friend to all. We miss
him and wish him a happy retirement!
Congratulations, Vince!

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE
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Have suggestions for future newsletters? Let us know by emailing Jess Valen
jvalen@os.pasen.gov.

