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Dear Team,
It’s the most wonderful time of the year in a year that has been anything but wonderful. However, with the close of this year and the
start of 2021, there is light at the end of tunnel! I know that I am ready to return to normal, and I’m sure you all are, also! Thank all
of you for your dedication and efforts this past, crazy year. The times have been difficult, but good times lie ahead. I wish you
happiness and good health in 2021 and always!

Sincerely,

Megan Martin, Secretary and Parliamentarian

Notable Numbers: 10,473
There have been 10,473 visitors (and counting!) to our Senate
Library Exhibition since it opened September 2018.

I do solemnly swear. . .
Experience the history behind the Senate’s Opening
Day by visiting this special exhibition. Every Opening
Day since 1790, Pennsylvania Senators-elect and
Officers of the Senate have taken the Oath of Office.
Verbally and in writing, Senators vow to serve their
constituents with fidelity, and Officers, to fulfill their
duties with honor. Then, each adds their name to
the Senate’s Oath Books as written proof of taking
the Oath of Office.
On display in this special exhibition is the Senate
Oath Book from the Session of 1832 –1833 and the
Senate Oath Book from the Session of 1899, with the
signature of the Senate’s longest-serving Senate
Librarian, Herman Miller. He will be featured in the
upcoming Laudable Librarians exhibition later this
year.

Special Library Exhibit on View Now!
Winter 2020-2021 Issue
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Ask the Parliamentarian:
Lincoln Day Address
Q: Is the Lincoln Day Address a long-standing
tradition of the Pennsylvania Senate?
A: The annual Lincoln Day Address, where one of our Senate
Members honors President Abraham Lincoln during session in
February, is an enduring tradition in our Senate.
Our Senate is steeped in
tradition-- from the order of
business, to the language
spoken on the floor as we
debate and pass legislation –
the vernacular of Senate, as I
like to call it - and more. The
annual Lincoln Day Address is
another special, time-honored
tradition of our Senate.
Through the course of my
research (thank goodness for
the Senate Library and the
online Journals!), I looked
back through our Senate
Journals to the 1870s and
discovered that commencing
in 1929 and continuing until the present day, the Senate has
payed homage to this extraordinary President in various ways.
On February 12, 1929, the Gentleman from Franklin County,
Senator Bonbrake, read the “address of that great emancipator,
Abraham Lincoln” into the Senate record. On February 13, 1933,
the Senate and House met in Joint Session “for the purpose of
holding suitable ceremonies in memory of Abraham Lincoln the
Sixteenth President of the United States of America.” The Senate
and House also held “exercises in commemoration of Lincoln’s
Anniversary” on February 11, 1941 in the Hall of the House. The
keynote address was delivered by the Honorable Judge
Mussamano, of the Allegheny Courts and music was furnished by
the Glee Club of Lincoln University.
On February 12, 1935, the Senate held a special ceremony to
commemorate the “Lincoln Anniversary.” The Ceremony
highlighted the “Pennsylvania ancestry of Abraham Lincoln.” The
Gentleman from Berks County, Senator Norton, highlighted the
ancestors of Lincoln who reside in Berks, calling them “the
Lincolns among us.”
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Following Senator Norton’s remarks, Senator George L. Reed, the
Gentleman from Dauphin County, read President Lincoln’s
address to the General Assembly, which took place on February
22, 1861 at “the old State Capitol” in Harrisburg. The ceremony
concluded with the Gentleman from Adams County, Senator
Rice, reciting Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, which was delivered
at the dedication of the National Cemetery at Gettysburg on
November 19, 1863 and is captured so beautifully in Violet
Oakley’s mural in our Senate Chamber.
During World War II, on February 10, 1943, the Senate honored
President Lincoln. Both the Gentleman from Schuylkill County,
Senator Watkins, and the Gentleman from Philadelphia County,
Senator Stiefel, offered remarks. Senator Stiefel called President
Lincoln the “saint of American Democracy” and called on the
Senate to heed the words of Lincoln’s second Inaugural Address
in meeting their legislative duties and in helping to win the war:
“Let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the
nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle,
and for his widow and orphan – to do all which may achieve and
cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all
nations.” These splendid words hold true today.
Senator John Pippy gave his Lincoln Day Address on February 14,
2005. His words are especially poignant given his military service
from his days at West Point and continuing today. He said, “But
the passage I am about to read to you today predates that. It
goes back to October 2 of 1862 when then Lieutenant Colonel
Chamberlain and his men of the 20th Maine were encamped in
Maryland when they received a visit from then President Lincoln.
It is important to keep in mind that in 1862 the fate of the Union
was still very much in question. In fact, Lincoln's visit came less
than a month before the Battle of Antietam, the single bloodiest
day of the entire war. As we know from history, Abraham Lincoln
was a man of deep compassion and thought. Here is how Colonel
Chamberlain described his Commander-in-Chief as he reviewed
his troops, and I quote, ‘We could see the deep sadness in his
face, and feel the burden on his heart, thinking of his great
commission to save this people,’ end quote.”
The Senate continues its tradition of honoring President Lincoln
as it has since the 1920s through today. I look forward to the
next Address.

“Fourscore and seven years ago our
fathers brought forth upon this continent
a new nation, conceived in liberty, and
dedicated to the proposition that all men
are created equal. . .”

If you have questions for the Parliamentarian, please email: mtmartin@os.pasen.gov.

LAUDABLE LIBRARIANS: PENNSYLVANIA SENATE LIBRARY
#InspiredUncoveredHonored

The Library of the Senate’s newest exhibit celebrates the
legacy of its Laudable Librarians.
It was in the We Remember 2020 exhibit where we uncovered of the

DID YOU
KNOW?

inspiring story of former Senate Librarian John C. Delaney, who at the
age of 13, fought in many Civil War battles including the Battle of
Gettysburg, and is one of the youngest recipients of the Medal of
Honor. This discovery inspired the Senate Library staff to dig deeper
into the history of our laudable Senate Librarians and how they
contributed to the Institutional history of the Senate.

Coming In January 2021. . .
From a Civil War hero to the Senate’s longest-serving Senate

This year, Evelyn
Andrews,
Librarian of the
Senate,
celebrated 31
years of service to
the Pennsylvania
Senate Library.
She is our second
longest serving
Librarian. Under
her stewardship,
the Senate Library
has transformed
into a museum of
history that takes
our visitors on a
journey from the
Senate of the past
to the Senate of
today. Our
Laudable Librarian
will be missed and
her years of
service will not be
forgotten.
Congratulations
Evelyn! Happy
Anniversary and
Happy
Retirement!

Librarian who pioneered the preservation of not only the
Pennsylvania Senate’s Institutional history, but also that of our
entire state government. Come visit and learn about these and
other Laudable Librarians who served the Institution with honor.
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ABOUT THE OFFICES: PENNSYLVANIA SENATE LIBRARY
Among our various exhibitions is our most popular one, the
We Remember: Service to the State and Nation, which
debuted in 2019 and returned by popular demand in 2020
For over two hundred years, the Library of the Senate has
for another year. The Senate Library is the proud caretaker
served as the major source of information on the Institution.
of wartime original artifacts, personally donated
Did you know the Library of the Senate remains one of the
memorabilia and biographical information of Senate
few rooms in the Pennsylvania Capitol Building still in its
Members and Senate Librarians who served our State and
original location with its original collection dating back to the
our great Nation.
early 1800s?

By Evelyn Andrews, Librarian of the Senate

Throughout our Nation’s wartime history,
Taking inspiration from the Library of
Senators – past and present – and former
Congress, the Senate Library takes pride
Senate Librarians served in historic battles
memorializing the Senate of the past
such as the American Revolution, the
through its permanent museum display
American Civil War, several major WWI and
and featured exhibitions, which opened
WWII battles such as D-Day, and modern-day
in autumn 2018. Visitors are given the
conflicts such as Vietnam and the Global War
unique opportunity of diving deeper into
on Terrorism. The Senate Library proudly
the Senate’s unique Institutional history
honors their legacy and displays their stories
and experience the untold story of dedicated public servants
of valor for all to remember.
through rare artifacts uncovered by the dedicated Senate
Library staff. You can view all of our current and past
The Library team has also curated exhibits highlighting
exhibitions online at: library.pasen.gov.
Opening Day of the Senate, Violet Oakley’s Capitol murals,
The Early Years of the PA Senate, Treasures of the Senate,
The Senate Library maintains a diverse collection of
Constitutions of our Commonwealth, Speakers & Presidents
Pennsylvania’s legislative history which includes:
Pro Tempore of the Senate, and The Senate Library as
Caretaker of the Senate Past. When not researching the
 The complete collection of The Laws of Pennsylvania,
history of our Institution, the Library team is busy
including the Colonial Laws
researching legislative issues if requested, cataloguing
 The Legislative Journals and Histories of both the Senate
reports and other items received by the Senate, and greeting
and House
the more than 10,000 guests who have come to explore our
 The Manuals of Pennsylvania and its precursor, Smull’s
exhibits. And, the Library has another new mission: to tell
Legislative Handbook, which were created by our
the biographical stories of our members—past and present.
longest serving Senate Librarian, Herman Miller
No doubt, the Library will continue to be the major source of
 Committee reports/transcripts of Senate or House
information on all things related to the Institution of the
hearings
Senate.
 Important annual reports directly submitted to the
Senate by various departments and agencies
Follow us on Facebook @PASenateLibrary and on Twitter
 A reference and directory collection, i.e., atlases,
@pasenateLibrary for updates and stay tuned for more
dictionaries, encyclopedias, etc.
#InspiredUncoveredHonored stories.
Among the collection and a vast network of libraries
throughout the Commonwealth, the Senate Library has
uncovered hidden gems such as the original colonial records
where King Charles II granted a charter to William Penn,
creating our Commonwealth, and written words of President
-elect Abraham Lincoln’s speech before the General
Assembly in a Joint Session on Friday, February 22, 1861.
We have proudly displayed these in our featured exhibits.
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Preserving Legacies: The Senate Library Historical Biography Project
By Lindsey Walsh, Research Intern, PA Senate
Library
How do we best preserve the legacies of Pennsylvania
State Senators once their time of service ends? And
how do we make those legacies accessible to all
residents of the Commonwealth? These are two
central questions the Pennsylvania State Senate
Library has embarked upon answering in furtherance
of its new mission to preserve the biographies of our
members.

Beginning in October of 2020, the Senate Library staff
and two Research Interns took over publishing
Historical Biographies for every former Pennsylvania
State Senator listed on LDP. The process, which aims to
preserve the biographical records and make them
more accessible to citizens of the Commonwealth, is
characterized by diligent research and writing.
Previously, this had been a Caucus historical project.
But, the Secretary asked that the Senate Library
assume this important work for the Institution.

In alignment with the Library’s role as gatekeeper of
the Senate’s Institutional and legislative past,
After years of dedicated
service to their districts and to biographers first looked to the countless, historically
valuable texts in-house. Synthesizing information from
the Commonwealth,
Pennsylvania Manuals, Legislative Journals, and Senate
Pennsylvania State Senators
Histories, researchers in the Senate Republican Caucus
deserve to be honored for
developed concise, consistent narratives with an
their time spent in
emphasis on both personal and professional
Pennsylvania Government.
achievements. The Library team will continue this
While the biannual
critical endeavor.
Pennsylvania Manuals offer biographical information
for all sitting State Senators, easy access to information
about former Senators is limited. As research becomes For more information, or to access the database
yourself, see: https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/
increasingly reliant on web searches and internet
legis/BiosHistory/index.cfm?body=S
databases, students and everyday citizens are likely to
Google search a Senator’s biographical information. In
response to this academic and cultural shift, a new
Historical Biography project is underway at the Senate
Library.
Did you know we have a Senator who was President
Lincoln’s assistant adjutant general during the Civil
War? Did you know we have Senators—past and
present — with distinguished military careers? You can
find fascinating information about our current and
former members in these biographies.
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The Senate and House Maces: Historic Symbol of Order
By Jason L. Wilson, Historian, Pennsylvania Capitol
It is possible that the first House mace disappeared or
Preservation Committee
The history of the mace dates to the early years of the
Roman Empire. Initially it was a bundle of bound elm or
birch branches with an axe head protruding from the
top. In Roman times it was carried in advance of
magistrates or emperors, signifying the power and
authority of the office. By medieval times, the mace had
evolved into a fearsome weapon. Made of iron and chain
and oftentimes studded with sharp barbs, a heavy mace
could smash the strongest armor. Ceremonial maces
evolved in the 12th century during the reigns of Phillip II
of France and Richard I of
England.
The mace later became the
symbol of the English House of
Commons and was carried by an
appointed royal bodyguard
known as a “sergeant-at-arms.”
This tradition continues today
with the sergeant-at-arms often
serving as official mace-bearer.
For over 3,000 years, the mace
has represented both the dignity
and power of office, coupled with
the ability to preserve peace and
order through enlightened
debate.
The history of the House mace
dates to at least 1780 and in all
likelihood, earlier. According to
correspondence with curator
Karie Diethorn at Independence National Historical Park,
the Pennsylvania House did indeed have a mace as a
symbol of order and protocol. On 17 March 1780,
Philadelphia cabinetmaker John Folwell was paid 22
pounds, 10 shillings for a mace approved by State
Treasurer David Rittenhouse.¹ (Note: That same month
Folwell was paid to produce a Speaker’s chair to replace
the one that had been taken or destroyed during the
British occupation of Philadelphia, now known as the
“Rising Sun Chair.”).

was “souvenired” by the British during the revolution,
and that the one designed by Folwell could have
incorporated motifs mirroring the “Rising Sun Chair.”
This early mace was taken along when the legislature
moved to Lancaster in 1799.² From there its story and
location seems to have been lost to history thus far.
The history of the Senate mace is more clouded up until
the turn of the 20th century. After its initial establishment
under Pennsylvania’s Constitution of 1790, one would
infer that the newly-founded Pennsylvania Senate was
empowered to provide itself
with the necessary
accoutrements of office, such as
a President’s chair and mace.
However, as of yet no indication
has been found in the official
records as to when this may
have occurred, yet at some
point
early-on the Senate did
appropriate monies for a mace.
News articles from the turn of
the 20th century state that the
early House and Senate maces
(some state that the House
never had one, but that has
since been disproven), both
burned in the Hills Capitol fire
on Feb 2, 1897.
The Senate mace is described as
“a heavy wand of ebony about two inches thick, the
ebony representing a sheaf of arrows, handsomely
carved. At the top was a heavy silver band surmounted
by the coat of arms of Pennsylvania, about three inches
high, fashioned out of solid silver. The mace was about
two and a half feet long.”³ The article goes on to say that
during the 19th century the mace was kept in a “heavy
mahogany case, and kept in the Senate Librarians room,
until needed.” This early/first mace was most likely the
one destroyed in the Hills Capitol fire of February 2, 1897
but more corroborating research is necessary to
ascertain such.
Continue the Senate and House Maces article on Page 9.
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Capitol Tour Guide Tidbits: Christmas at the Pennsylvania State Capitol

by Courtney Mills, Capitol Tour Guide
In early December
each year, the
Pennsylvania State
Capitol transforms
into a holiday
wonderland. In the
blink of an eye,
decorative Christmas
wreaths drape across
the marble balcony of
the Capitol Rotunda,
carolers and choirs
serenade, and the
Capitol Christmas Tree
takes center stage
inspiring
Pennsylvanians to pause and enjoy the Holiday season.
However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 holiday
season has forced us all to celebrate our holiday traditions
differently. There is no questioning the hardships and
frustrations of 2020, but the Capitol Tour Guide team wants
all Pennsylvanians to remember the spirit of the holidays
has not been forgotten.
While our Treasure of a Capitol remains temporarily closed,
we wanted to share a brief tale about Christmas at the
Capitol. According to the Capitol Preservation Committee,
the Capitol Christmas Tree has been a Harrisburg tradition
since the early 1900s with trees donated from the
backyards of Pennsylvania residents such as the PA
Christmas Tree Growers Association and the Indiana County
Christmas Tree Growers Association. Other trees have been
donated from the State Parks maintained by the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.

and used to hoist the tree into its standing position. DGS
selects only the best tree with flexible branches and needles
to withstand the sparkle of more than a hundred lights and
hand-crafted ornaments graciously donated by members of
senior centers throughout Pennsylvania. The wooden toys
and train displayed under the tree are hand-crafted by the
talented DGS employees of the Carpentry and Sign Shops.
This year, while there is no “official” Capitol Christmas Tree
inside the building, two massive Christmas trees adorn the
outside of the Capitol Complex located at the top of the
Main Entrance steps and the other tree sits at Soldier Grove
on Commonwealth Avenue. The Capitol Christmas Tree on
the front steps of the Capitol is a 20-foot Douglas fir from
the Crystal Spring Tree Farm in Lehighton, Carbon County. It
is decorated with more than 1,000 LED lights and
surrounded by a white picket fence and garland. Both
Christmas Trees will stay lit daily from 5:00 p.m. to midnight
through January 8, 2021, a reminder that better days are
ahead.
Along with the Capitol
Christmas Tree, every year
since 1999, the Capitol
Preservation Committee (CPC)
debuts the annual Capitol
Holiday ornament
commemorating the State
Capitol’s priceless architecture
and artistic treasures and rich
history of democracy and
freedom. This year’s 2020
Ornament commemorates the
Philadelphia architect Joseph
Miller Huston, who envisioned
and created this national landmark we all love and cherish.

The 2020 Ornament, along with
ornaments from previous years, can be
Due to the massive size of the tree, the Department of
purchased at the Capitol Gift Shop or
General Services (DGS) has to disassemble the revolving
doors and create a chute to allow enough space for the tree, online at the CPC store website at
store.cpc.state.pa.us/visit-store. Have
which is still bound, to slip through the Capitol’s Main
a safe and happy holiday season and
Entrance. This massive project can take up to 10 workers
pulling and sliding the tree across the Mercer Tile floor. Once remember the best is yet to come.
the tree is set in place, ropes are strung up along the balcony
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I.T. CORNER: TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCMENTS
Since being elected, the Secretary’s mission has been, and continues to be, to modernize,
professionalize and energize her operations. When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, our
technology team — LDP and the Senate A/V department — developed a solution to
maintain the continuity of the Senate’s legislative operations while ensuring the security
and integrity of the session and the legislative process during unprecedented
circumstances. We made history with our first-ever session with remote participation via
the ZOOM platform in conjunction with our Virtual Session Desk App.
Remote participation in session is just one of our technological successes. Thanks to the
innovative work of LDP, all of the legislative operations of the Senate have been
modernized! This is a noteworthy moment for the legislative operations of our Institution,
and one that would not have been realized without the dedication of LDP.
Here is a glimpse into some of the technological advancements:


Remote Participation in Session: On March 25, 2020, the Senate became the first Chamber
in the Nation to hold legislative session with remote participation of Members due to the
COVID-19 crisis.



Virtual Session Desk App: Created a virtual desk application for Senate Members and
staff, which gives them all session-related information at their fingertips. This is customized
information for each Member and staff of that Member to facilitate smoother session days.



Committee Referrals: Created a digital workflow for electronic review and delivery of bills
to committee.



My Legislation: Created a new tool to help Senate offices organize their legislative requests, and provides
electronic tools for introduction.



Executive Nominations: Digitized the creation of the Executive Nominations calendar and communications with
the Executive Branch.



Roll Call: Assisted in roll call system upgrades on Senate Floor, including updated hardware and new features.



Sunshine Notices: Created online system for Sunshining meetings.



Tour Guides – created a self-guided, multi-language mobile app for guests and created a new website that
automates tour scheduling.



Websites: Updated web sites for a number of Senate offices, including
the General Assembly’s public website, the Senate Library, the Senate
Secretary, and internal sites for Senate Security.

Special Thanks!
Thanks to the partnership between LDP and her legislative team, ALL of the Senate’s
legislative operations will be completely modernized by January 2021. This success
could never have been achieved without the dedicated work of LDP Executive
Director Brent McClintock and his team.
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Heartfelt thanks to LDPC for all their hard work throughout the years!

The Senate and House Maces Continued. . .
According to the Miners Journal
of Pottsville, both the House and
Senate procured new maces in
1901, largely due to an episode
during the House session of
February 27, 1901 involving the
House assistant-sergeant-atarms having to forcibly restrain
Representative George M.
Hosack of Allegheny County.
This breech in decorum,
ostensibly from not having a
mace by which to restore order,
was what prompted both the
House and Senate to revisit their collective histories and
again provide their sergeants'-at-arms with maces. Both
maces were furnished to the House and Senate by April 3,
1901, 4 and have continued to be used by both chambers to
this day.

In the Senate, the mace is placed on the rostrum
behind the President and to his right on the
opening day of the session and remains there until
final adjournment. The mace is only removed
during session to escort the President and
members of the Senate to the House of
Representatives for a joint session or to lead a
delegation of members to funeral services for a
fellow Senator or former Senator. The sergeant at
arms has full custody of and responsibility for the
mace.
Either the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, or the
Lieutenant Governor, as President of the Senate, may use
the historical symbolism of the mace to instill order when
presiding over Senate sessions.
Acknowledgments


Whereas the House mace remains in the Speaker’s private
office and is carried to and from each House session by the 
House sergeant-at-arms, the Senate mace remains on the

Senate rostrum. According to the text “A Guide to PA
Government,” by the Pennsylvania House
Parliamentarian’s office, the Senate mace used to travel to
and from session with the Senate sergeant-at-arms. It is
unknown when this practice was discontinued.



Special thanks to Jennifer Ott with the Pennsylvania House Archives for
mining the online journals for information on the mace, as well as Karie
Diethorn with Independence National Historical Park for information on the
early House mace.
¹ Journals of the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania... 1776...1781, 636.
² "Accounts of the Comptroller General, Division of Public Records, 1800-"
“On 18 October 1799, during the move to Lancaster, Nathaniel Hauntsche
(spelled Hauntsch on War of 1812 records, and living in Lancaster) was paid
by the state 10 shillings for ‘4 rings with Screws to hold the Mace in’”. [Is it
possible these “rings” were to secure the mace in a wagon for the trip to
Lancaster?].
³
Harrisburg Telegraph, 4 March 1901, 1.
4

Harrisburg Telegraph, 3 April 1901, 1.

Please follow us on social media and see all things celebrating our
great Commonwealth and the institutional history of the Senate
and the Senate Library!
Pennsylvania State Capitol Tours
Facebook: Facebook.com/PaCapitolTours (PaCapitolTours)
Twitter: @PaCapitolTours
PA Senate Library
Facebook: Facebook.com/PASenateLibrary (@PASenateLibrary)
Twitter: @PASenateLibrary
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Security Spotlight: Portable Heater Fire Safety
By Ken Heisey, Senate Security Officer & Fireman in the U.S. Air National Guard
As we head toward the colder winter months, let’s talk about portable heater safety.
Heating equipment is the leading cause of fires in homes. Most home heating fire deaths
involved stationary or portable space heaters. The leading factor contributing to ignition
for home heating deaths was heating equipment too close to things that can burn such as
furniture, clothing, mattress or bedding. Nearly half of all home heating fires occur in
December, January and February. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates
that more than 25,000 residential fires happen every year are associated with space
heaters. With a few simple safety tips and precautions you can prevent most heating fires
from occurring. Let’s have a wonderful and safe winter season.
Here are some tips:
 Place space heaters on a solid, flat surface, and at least three feet from things that can burn such as bedding, clothing and
curtains.
 Check your space heater for cracked or damaged cords and plugs. Plug space heaters directly in wall outlets, don’t use
extension cords or power strip unless approved by the manufacturer.
 Make sure the heater has an automatic shut off, so if it tips over, it shuts off.
 Turn heaters off when you go to bed or leave the room.
 Only use portable heaters from a recognized testing laboratory (usually has tag with UL attached).
 Choose a thermostatically controlled heater as they avoid the energy waste of overheating a room.
 Locate the heater away from foot traffic. Be especially careful to keep children and pets away from the heater.
(Kerosene) portable heaters
 Explosions could be caused by using the wrong kind of fuel, or by operating the heater in an area where there are
combustible fumes.
 Consume oxygen as they burn so have a well ventilated area when operating.
 Are still illegal in some areas. Before you buy one, check with your local fire department for any restrictions on use in your
area.
 Always carefully follow manufactures’ instructions
Other tips
 Have smoke alarms and test them as least once a month.
 Do not run your car in or near any open doors or windows.
 Own fire extinguishers, know where they are and how to use them.

READY PA: WINTER WEATHER PREPAREDNESS
Join the AlertPA notification system by CodeRed for emergency and weather-related alerts, health notifications, building
alerts, and other updated information from the commonwealth and federal agencies.
A CodeRED Weather Warning will automatically alert you if your address falls in the path of severe weather, as
determined by the National Weather Service.
511PA can send an email to travelers who signup for Personal
Travel Alerts and allows you to tailor notifications for all roadways
on the 511PA core network. It is easy to sign up to and tailor your
alerts to only those roadways in which you are interested.
Learn more at pema.pa.gov and ready.pa.gov.
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Dreaming of a White Christmas?
According to an article by Nicholas Barth in the Pennsylvania
Observer, the chance of having a white Christmas, defined as
1 inch of snow on the ground Christmas morning, in
Pennsylvania, ranges quite drastically across the state. On
average, Philadelphia sees a white Christmas once every ten
years while Erie sees it every other year.
With a La Nina pattern shaping up for our winter, the
chances are lowered even more across the state, so you may
need to rely on your dreams to see it.

Blinded By the White: Wrapped Up in a Squall in the Middle of the Drive
Snow squalls. A driver’s worst nightmare. Imagine driving across a Pennsylvania
interstate on a cold, windy, but sunny winter’s day. In a matter of seconds, you drive
into a wall of white, and then you abruptly stop as you slide into a pile of other cars
and trucks. It’s a scary thought, but it’s a real threat to motorists during the winter.

Snow squalls, similar to summertime thunderstorms, are typically small storms that
pack a big punch. Instead of rain and lighting, squalls often bring blinding snowfall and
cause roadways to quickly freeze. Only a few hundred feet is the difference between
sunshine and a whiteout. The margin for error between life and death to an
unprepared motorist is even smaller. So, what do you do to prepare for squalls?
Just remember to PARK it!
PREPARE: If you have travel planned, especially on high-speed roadways, always be
conscious of the upcoming weather forecast. From the National Weather Service to TV and radio sources, we typically
know a few hours to a few days in advance of squalls in the forecast. Adjust your travel route or timing based on the
forecast. The best possible solution is to not be on the roadway when squalls arrive.
ALERTS: If you must travel, have a few methods to receive the snow squall warning. These are issued by the National
Weather Service just like tornado warnings and will use the Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) on your smartphones to
notify you. You can sign up for alerts on apps as well.
RESPOND: Take immediate action to the alert. If you’re in the squall, it’s too late. Get off at the nearest exit and park in a
lot if you can. Avoid pulling over on the side of a highway as other cars may collide with you if the squall passes.
KEEP CALM: If a squall catches you off guard, calmly do the following:

1. Reduce speed
2. Turn on headlights
3. DO NOT slam on your brakes
If you are involved in an accident or must stop, stay in your vehicle to avoid being struck, as long as it’s the safest option.
Snow squalls only happen a few times a winter on average, and
only last 10-30 minutes in a given spot, but the impact could be
lasting. Be alert, be aware, and be safe! Learn more at
pema.pa.gov and ready.pa.gov.
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THE SECSEN TEAM HR HUB: Maintain Who You
Are & What You do — During Uncertain Times
By Jess Rodic, Assistant Secretary of the Senate & HR It’s concise and exactly what the doctor ordered for 2021:
Director for the SecSen Operation
Through NCSL’s many resources, I recently attended a
virtual session on “Managing and Leading Through
Uncertainty” and will share my favorite takeaways. First,
all credit for this article goes to NCSL’s liaison, Angela
Andrews, for arranging a thoughtful 3-part series, and
importantly, to the facilitator: Dr. Melissa Furman, Founder
of Career Potential LLC, who provided practical ways for
managers to improve immediately even around the
uniqueness of our
governmental industry.



Slow down. Listen. Be aware. Be intentional



Resist temptation to compartmentalize; view people as
unique individuals.



Build, grow, and expand.



Serve as an ally, advocate and/or accomplice for
diversity, equity and inclusion.



Manage your impressions

3. Write better emails.
Here are 3 great ways
for us all to maintain
who we are and what
we do, even in
uncertain times:
1. Care to Listen and
Listen to Care.
Dr. Furman outlined that in order to genuinely care about
others, you need to communicate that you care – and you
can’t fake that. When you care, you also listen and think
about people before you act. We all have our daily
challenges, but how much better would your day improve
if you felt cared for at work? Solicit help if you don’t know
how to care for someone’s feelings. Not everyone wants to
share or knows how best to share.
Empathy is not easy in the workplace, especially lately. Dr.
Furman, though, gave us a list of tremendous outcomes
when you exhibit care, including: team building, loyalty,
insight, engagement and improved decision making. So
when you genuinely show the ability to understand
another person’s experience, perspective and feelings,
your team members reciprocate with organizational
success!
2. Remove Bias & Enhance Effectiveness
Another way to maintain who we are and what we do –
refresh our strategies for overcoming and managing
unconscious bias. This list is taken directly from Dr.
Furman’s webinar.
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To carry on with authenticity, we must all refresh our
communications.
In a world full of technology, it is easy to lose our best
communication attributes to the robotic and mundane
routine of emails. During this pandemic, we have had to
rely on emailing or share brief notifications – causing us to
really lose our caring and transparent communication
style. Bring back your style and write better emails.
You may fall into one of these four communication types
(one is not better than another, it’s yours!):


Analytical Communicator (like hard data, like very
specific language, little patience for a lot of feeling and
emotional words)



Intuitive Communicator (like big picture, avoid details,
skip to the point)



Functional Communicator (like process, details,
timelines and plans)



Personal Communicator (value emotional language
and connection, assesses how people think and feel)

Know your audience in one-on-one interactions and for
bulk emails, write to serve all four of these styles. Be
direct, recognize people, and comply with work standards.
Why communicate to only a few of your team when you
can reach each person suitably. Let’s all start 2021
refreshed; and always maintain who you are and what you
do.

Dedicated Senate Service
Employee Milestones of 2020

Farewell and Best Wishes! Your years of dedicated service at the Senate will
not be forgotten. Wishing you all a blissful retirement filled with health and
happiness. CONGRATULATIONS!
GLADYS
DANIELS
SENATE
PAGE
(15+ YEARS)

CAROL
MAUGANS
SENATE
PAGE
(25+ YEARS)

EVELYN
ANDREWS
SENATE
LIBRARIAN
(31+ YEARS)

BONNIE KEYS
SENATE
REPORTER’S
OFFICE
(45+ YEARS)

THE CAPITOL TURNS RED:
A TRIBUTE TO THE CAPITOL TOUR GUIDES
On the Eve of Friday, December 18, 2020, the Pennsylvania State Capitol shined red for the 4th Annual Tribute
to our Pennsylvania State Capitol Tour Guides. Our dedicated tour guides have a combined 140 years of service
and extensive knowledge of our historic building. Our tour guides make Pennsylvania’s history come alive and
they are a wealth of hidden facts about this Treasure of a Capitol.
Due to COVID-19, our guided tours are postponed until further
notice, but we invite you to take FREE virtual self-guided tour by
downloading the Tour the PA Capitol mobile app by visiting
http://www.pacapitol.com/mobile-apps/, and don’t forget to
take a 360° virtual interactive tour of the Welcome Center for a
series of fun, educational exhibits and games by visiting http://
www.pacapitol.com/plan-a-visit/welcome-center.cfm.
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1st prize – Large Tour Guide basket goes to
Lisa Fleming of Senator Hughes’ Office

We wrapped up another great year
with our Senate Employee Combined Appeal (SECA)
campaign. This year’s SECA “Commonwealth United” campaign
ran from September 1 to October 23, 2020.
Once again, Senate Members and staff united to make a
difference in the Commonwealth and generously contributed
to this statewide charitable giving campaign.
We are pleased to announce that 50 Senate staffers raised
$22,112.42 in assistance toward various charities. Our thanks
to all those who donated. As is customary, to promote SECA
this year, we awarded door prizes to participants.
Congratulations to our winners!

2nd prize – Medium Tour Guide basket winner:
Anne Achenbach from Senator Pittman’s
Office

For information on making a pledge, please contact the SecSen
SECA coordinators, Nate Sanko or Trey McElwee, in the
Secretary’s Office. They can provide you with a pledge form,
resource guide of charities and more information on the SECA
mission for next year. You can also click on the SECA link for
more information: https://www.seca.pa.gov/Pages/
default.aspx.

Thank you sincerely for your generous contributions! We look
forward to next year’s SECA challenge.
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3rd prize – Plaza parking for 30 days: Elizabeth
Richardson from Senator Browne’s Office

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY: BY THE NUMBERS

MODERNIZE * PROFESSIONALIZE * ENERGIZE
The 2019-2020 Session was truly a remarkable time for
the SecSen operation on a number of fronts. During and
despite the COVID-19 worldwide pandemic, our team
worked tirelessly to assist the Members and staff as they
carry out their important duties, as well as the citizens of
the Commonwealth whom we all serve.
Here is a snapshot of some of the services we provided.
We are looking forward to the 2021-2022 session!

FOR THE 2019-2020 SESSION:













1,470 Senate BILLS and RESOLUTIONS processed;
1,587 EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS processed;
13,288 Senate CITATIONS processed;
670 pages of JOURNALS created;
4,211 VISITORS to the SENATE LIBRARY;
13,291 PAGE CALLS;
1,721 PRINTING REQUESTS;
4,431 SECURITY-related services provided;
1,812 CAPITOL TOURS conducted;
34,013 GUESTS took a Guided Capitol Tour;
45,060 VISITORS to the CAPITOL TOUR WEBSITE.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE
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Have suggestions for future newsletters? Let us know by emailing Jess
Valen jvalen@os.pasen.gov.

